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Class start
25 May
2024

Application Deadline Admission Test | Apply Online

|
1st Intake | 18 March 2024 ‘ 22 March 2024 at 11.am | admissions.bracu.ac.bd
2nd Intake | 28 April 2024 | 03 May 2024 at 10 am i \
|

Making Public Policy Work for Development

The Master of Arts in Governance and Development (MAGD) program offered by BIGD at Brac
University provides a unique blend of globally acclaimed academic teaching and locally rooted
practitioner insights.

The program equips promising policymakers with the capabilities to tackle multifaceted governance and
development challenges with confidence.

Key Fetures

e A program of 36 credits, can be completed within 12-20 months

e Non-residential format and evening classes provide flexibility for working students
e Cross-learning opportunities with development programs

e Strong alumni network for support

e Tuition fee waivers available for selected candidates based on their performance
in the admission test.

Who Is It for

Government officials with at least 2 years of work experience, or individuals engaged in a profession that
requires working with the government, or professionals/academicians who analyze public policy, or individuals
with a specific academic interest in public policy, governance and development-related area.

@
UNIVERSITY

info.magd@bracu.ac.bd
rajmoni.singha@bracu.ac.bd
Please visit our website: bigd.bracu.ac.bd

Taspscing Excatience




Making Public Policy Work for Development

The Master of Arts in Governance and Development (MAGD) program at the BRAC Institute of Governance and
Development (BIGD), Brac University, has been training promising policy actors in Bangladesh and beyond to
become high-impact leaders since 2005. In 2022, the program was meticulously redesigned for those working in
government agencies, non-profits, research and policy institutes, think tanks, and journalism, as well as for young

professionals who want to make public policy work for development.

Message From the Executive Director

The decision to extend access to the
MAGD program to all professionals
and students stems from the
evolving landscape of Bangladesh.
As an emerging economy, there is

a pressing need to broaden public
policy involvement and encourage its
democratization. It transcends mere
policy formulation, encompassing
active citizen participation, effective
policy implementation, and
consequential societal impact—all
essential elements of sound policy
development and governance for
sustainable progress.

The MAGD program holds
paramount significance for BIGD,

as it aligns centrally with our
organizational mission. BIGD strives
to establish a strong nexus between
governance and development,
ensuring that governance effectively
catalyzes development through the
prism of public policy. Consequently,
this endeavour occupies a pivotal
position within BIGD’s mission and
reflects our overarching vision of
fostering knowledge for a better
world.

Dr Imran Matin
Executive Director, BIGD, Brac University




Program Overview

Today’s world is highly interconnected, fast-
changing, and faces unprecedented technological
transformations and existential threats like climate
change. Consequently, there is an intensifying
need for public policy to be evidence-informed,
agile, forward-looking, and innovative, which
requires highly competent policymakers and other
policy actors. It also requires mature institutions,
cooperation among stakeholders, and people’s
participation. With this in mind, MAGD has been
redesigned to prepare policy actors to effectively
tackle the governance and development challenges
of our time.

MAGD offers a wide range of expertise among

the faculty, cross-learning opportunities with
development programs, and connections with a
strong alumni network. The new curriculum focuses
on goals for better governance, key challenges

and success factors of reform and policymaking
with analyses of real-life examples, and action
steps for improving both people’s participation and
institutional capacity building. ;

Who Is It For?

MAGD continues to train government officials to
transform their skills and knowledge to become
more effective and advance their careers. The
redesigned program is equally relevant to wider
professional groups —working in nonprofits,
research institutes, journalism, and think tanks—
who are interested in public policy and working
with the government. MAGD can also build a
strong foundation for fresh graduates and young
professionals aspiring to build a career in public
policy.

Career Opportunities

MAGD cultivates critical thinking among the
students and develops their skills to turn them into
strategic, agile, efficient, and responsive actors of
governance and development. Many of MAGD’s
alumni have reached the highest echelons of
government, exemplifying the program’s Success.

Specifically, the redesigned program aspires to:

Blend global academic expertise with local
practitioner insights for strong governance
and development foundations, linking theory
to practical implementation;

Foster analytical skills through a
multidisciplinary curriculum, covering
various subjects from economics to public
management;

Enhance the capacity of the government by
training government executives, Civil society,
and private sector leaders to be change

~ catalysts; and

Enable policy actors and professionals to
effectively tackle 21st-century challenges
and promote sustainable, inclusive country
development.

Moreover, as future government operations demand
increased engagement and collaboration with non-
government actors, MAGD graduates,' including those
from the non-government sector, hold a competitive
advantage in forging successful careers in policy-
related roles.

MAGD Curriculum

The MAGD program comprises 36 credits, divided
as follows:

Coursetype o No ofco "u'rses'}' Cred“s
Preparatory* 2 Non-credit
Core 5 - 15
Elective : 4 12
Creative dissertation = : 9

Total . 36

*Preparatory courses offered depending on students’ background.
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Core Courses

GOV 501: Introduction to Governance
GOV 502: Economics for Public Leadership
GOV 503: Strategic Management

GOV 504: Lessons in Development

GOV 505: Leading Issues of Governance in
Bangladesh

D 1010 =t

Elective Courses

Grouped into five clusters, MAGD offers 14 elective
courses, from which students must choose four.

Cluster A: Global Policy Framework

1. GOV 601: Environmental Management and
Sustainable Development

2. GOV 802: Laws of International Governance and
Cooperation

3. GOV 603: Current Issues in Globalization
Cluster B: Enhancing Performance

1. GOV 610: Budgeting and Management of Public
Resources

2. GOV 611: Project Appraisal and Management

3. GOV 612: Public Policy Analysis

4. GOV 613: E-governance & IT

Cluster C: Building Partnerships

1. GOV 620: Public-Private Partnerships
2. GOV 621: Negotiations and Conflict Management

MAGD Faculty

Cluster D: Accountability

1. GOV 630: Ethics
2. GOV 631: Corruption

Cluster E: Inclusive Citizenship & Innovations

1. GOV 640: Learning from People: Methods and
Innovations

2. GOV 641: Gender, Diversity and Governance
3. GOV 642: Human Rights and Social Justice

Creative Dissertation

GOV 699: Research Methodology and Dissertation

The dissertation allows students to undertake in-
depth research and analysis, exploring diverse areas
through research papers, policy notes, or systematic
reviews on selected policy issues. Students begin by
participating in preparatory research methodology
courses, covering topics like research methods

and proposal writing. The dissertation process

also involves proposal screening and continuous
supervision to ensure academic excellence and
research proficiency.

MAGD has a diverse pool of highly qualified faculty members, both from the academia and the world of practice.
Our in-house faculty members have advanced training from some of the finest universities in the world. Our guest
faculties are usually leading experts in their respective fields. Some notable MAGD faculty members include:

Muhammad Musharraf Hossain Bhuiyan
Senior Advisor, BIGD, Brac University, and Former Cabinet Secretary, Government of Bangladesh

Muhammad Musharraf Hossain Bhuiyan, a Senior Advisor at BIGD, previously served as
Bangladesh Government’s Cabinet Secretary from 2011 to 2015. His extensive public
administration experience includes key roles as the Secretary of the Economic Relations

Division (ERD), Secretary of the Ministry of Primary and Mass Education (MoPME), and
Chairman of PetroBangla. Mr Bhuiyan also served as the Alternative Executive Director of
the World Bank Group in Washington. He will teach Ethics, and Negotiations and Conflict

Managemient.
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